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Paul that the judgment of men was to her of little
account. Those who seek only the King's approval
scarcely trouble themselves about the opinion of a
peasant. Thence it was that, in her inmost soul, she
received contempt as if it were the truth, regarding it
as very well suited to her condition; and honor as if it
were deceitfulness, holding herself before God as
truly unworthy of it. Let us say that she held both
in small esteem, as a wise man despises the game of
knuckle-bones, or the pursuits of little children.

She received with great equanimity, indeed even
with pleasure, words and actions that tended to her
own abasement, [176] saying that they conduced to
the truth. She felt love and kindness for persons
who mortified her,— defending them, when occasion
offered, and willingly rendering them service in
their needs.

Recognizing no other nobility than virtue, she
could not endure that any one should exalt himself
on account of his birth. She said that Religion
rendered all its subjects equal, giving to all one and
the same birth, and that virtues and vices made
nobles and plebeians. When some one caused her
to be asked for some information concerning one of
her ancestors, she replied that she had never taken
the trouble to ascertain the advantages Nature had
given her in her parents,—that it was her glory to
be the daughter of God and of his Church, and that
she rested all her good fortune and happiness on
that glory. It was not that she failed to love and
honor her parents, but that love and honor were
bestowed upon him from whom they derived their
true greatness.

Although the mere thought that Jesus Christ,


